Chair’s report 2018
2017/2018 has been an interesting year for Preston Park and the
Friends group, there has been successes, ‘challenges’ and changes. I’ll
start with the events that we’ve hosted through the year: (As I’m sure
you know the events we instigate and organize are to celebrate the park
– and we like to involve as many children and young people as
possible.)
Events
We managed to hold our annual Wreath-making event in December of
last year in St John’s church across the road. Our thanks go to the
officials at the church for allowing us to use the building. Not so many
came as in previous years, the venue may have been an issue. However,
it was a really lovely, happy event and a great way to use unneeded
park vegetation – thank you to the Park Rangers.
And we had our Easter-egg hunt earlier in the year, designed to
educate children on the value of our precious flora, fauna, history and
architecture of the park. The weather was kind and it was very
successful.
We arranged another Preston Village Open Day in the summer, a fun
day designed as a community occasion. We are proud to have brought
together the various voluntary groups to make the day interesting. The
Friends of St Peter’s combined the day with their Midsummer Tea Party
and arranged for children to try their hand at stencilling; the Walled
Garden volunteers and churchyard gardeners, contributed and Preston
Manor was open for the day with special tours. The weather was lovely
and the England football team did us proud on the day by beating
Panama 6-1, we could hear the roars as each goal went in. The day was
a real success.
We’ve had a good response from our request for entries to our
photographic competition; we’ll be announcing the winners and
distributing prizes in a few minutes.
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I conducted an illustrated History of Preston Park walk and Andy
Jeavons conducted 3 Rock Garden tours again, as part of Heritage
Open Days. They were all very well-attended which was gratifying.
We arranged for a Sussex Wildlife Trust expert to conduct a special bat
walk. The evening was perfect for bat-spotting. But no bats appeared! I
was told that everyone enjoyed themselves though.
We also got trees experts Alister Peters and Peter Bourne to conduct
another of their absolutely fascinating tree walks.
Last weekend we hosted another Halloween Lantern Walk. The
Fitness Hub allowed us to rent their building (the old men’s bowls
pavilion) which was used for a magician’s show. The Right Worshipful the
Mayor of the City of Brighton & Hove, Councillor Dee Simson came along to
the event. She picked the winning home-made lantern and the best children’s
and adult’s fancy dresses – and presented the prizes. As ever, the star of the
show was the park which looked stunning in the dark as hundreds of
children paraded in a long line of twinkling lights.
And, as always, the park was used for all sorts of other events
throughout the year including Pride, the Brighton Marathon, the circus,
and the weekly park runs.
We would not be able to host our own events however without the
support of our sponsors, so a big ‘thank you’ to them.
Challenges
The park has been troubled by more tree disease than usual. Apparently
these things come in waves; the unusually hot weather hasn’t helped. So
we continue to lose trees I’m afraid. I know the council is doing all they
can to mitigate the problem and to replant sensitively.
Pride in Preston Park continues to cause controversy. We don’t like the
park out of bounds for such a long time during the school holidays but
the event is key to the city. This year there was an extraordinary
amount of people within the park boundary but no significant damage
was done to the park. Pride will host the event in Preston Park again
next year, but the council and the Pride organizer were grateful for the
very helpful feedback you emailed to our Friends’ group: this was
collated and sent to them.
Overflowing litter bins were a problem during the summer. We put very
ugly red notices on bins asking that, if the bin is full, to take litter away.
We want to try and encourage people to take responsibility for their
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litter and not to leave bags by the side of the bins (aka ‘polite littering’)
as the rubbish just gets strewn around the park by wildlife.
The wildflower areas of the park have looked rather sad this year. Such
a shame after years of displays of beautiful, bright colours. This was a
result of the very hot, dry weather and the probability that the soil now
needs a rest for a while.
And people bringing their cars into the park continues to be a problem,
especially along Lime Tree Walk. It’s particularly bad during the football
season. Our notices on the wooden posts has helped a bit and we have
arranged for parking enforcement to perform extra sweeps in that area.
We have also asked the council that monies from parking in the park be
used to install more sturdy, permanent posts.
The park has always been used for a huge variety of events, but this
year there seems to have been a very large number indeed, especially
on the land between the Chalet café and the A23. We hope that the
grounds and trees have not suffered too much.
Successes
The Rose Garden borders have been successfully replanted and, after
worries that the plants would be engulfed by weeds, the borders now
look ok.
The Coronation Garden is still a ‘work in progress’ the new, wide vista
that’s been created is so that the Manor can be seen from across the
park. There is still the shelter to be repaired and strategic planting to be
done.
The Rock Garden has looked more splendid than ever during this year.
Thank you to Andy Jeavons for his work.
The Walled Garden continues to delight. Our thanks go to the weekly
volunteers of this garden and the Rock Garden.
You may remember that the damaged Preston Twin was nominated for
Tree of the Year by the Woodland Trust. Although it didn’t win, the tree
came a very creditable runner-up and has been awarded £500. That’s
because you voted for it – thank you!
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The park has been awarded a Green Flag again this year with some
reservations. As is now usual, the judges take the dwindling number of
park staff into consideration as this is a country-wide issue. Our thanks
are due to Alan Griffiths, Mick Ransome and all the park staff for
keeping the park looking good.
Membership
As of today our membership stands at 613.
Plans for 2018
More of the same! We’ll continue to keep members in touch with what’s
happening in the park and to work closely with the Parks’ Projects
team, other council departments as well as other groups connected to
the park for the betterment of Preston Park.
We will announce a schedule of events for next year after our
committee next meets. In the meantime we will be holding our wreathmaking event on Saturday 15 December from 11am to 2pm - but
this time it will be in this building, St Peter’s, Preston Park. We’ll be
delighted to see you there.
Thanks
To park staff as mentioned as well as indomitable Park Ranger Garry
Meyer without whom our events could not happen. Thanks too for the
continuing support of Councillors Leo Litman, Julie Cattell and Kevin
Allen, and to Caroline Lucas MP.
Special thanks to a small band of heroes who have been submitting
regular amounts of money to our Friends’ group via the PayPal option
on our website – it is very much appreciated.
And thanks to the committee for all their work during the year.
I’m sure that all Preston-Parkers will continue to value and enjoy our
beautiful park in the coming year.
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