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Minutes	of	Friends	of	Preston	Park	meeting	4th	May	2016	
	

Present:	Sue	Shepherd	(Chair),	Garry	Mayer,	Alison	Boyce,	Clive	Shepherd	(minutes),	Sue	
Shanks,	Joe	McNulty,	Tony	Benton		

Apologies:	Keith	Upton,	Mike	Ward		

	

1.	Minutes	of	last	meeting,	29th	February		

Sue	followed	up	on	a	number	of	outstanding	issues	from	the	February	minutes.	Several	new	
walk	dates	have	now	been	fixed,	with	a	tree	walk	on	2/6	at	6.30	and	a	history	walk	on	2/7	at	
11.00.	Tony	will	also	do	a	bird	walk	on	15/5	at	9am	at	the	Rotunda.	We	will	advertise	to	our	
email	list.	

Sue	enquired	whether	it	was	possible	for	trees	to	be	labelled	in	the	park,	but	the	advice	from	
Neil	Brothers	in	the	Arboricultural	Department	was	not	to	do	this.	

The	results	of	the	archeology	dig	in	the	park	will	be	revealed	on	Friday	6	May	and	disseminated	
to	FoPP	members	before	anyone	else.		

In	terms	of	the	Public	Spaces	Protection	Order,	we	collected	all	the	forms	and	submitted	them	
on	27th	April.	Sue	spoke	to	Peter	Castletown,	Head	of	Community	Safety.	Over	1000	forms	
overall	were	submitted	plus	contributions	from	Liberty	and	the	Equality	and	Human	Rights	
Commission.	They	will	be	doing	an	Equality	Impact	Assessment	alongside	the	survey.	They	will	
review	findings	and	make	recommendations	to	the	council	on	14th	July.		

	

2.	Meeting	Garry	Meyer		

Garry	Meyer	has	returned	as	Ranger	responsible	for	Preston	Park.	Garry	described	his	role,	
which	includes	looking	after	seven	other	sites.	Garry	emphasized	that	he	is	here	to	support	us	
as	much	as	possible	given	the	resources	available.		

	

3.	Feedback	from	Open	Spaces	meeting,	20th	April		

Sue	Shanks	provided	feedback	on	this	meeting	of	a	new	organisation	involving	representative	
groups	for	all	the	parks	and	open	spaces	in	Brighton.	The	group	will	meet	a	couple	of	times	a	
year.	Sue	recommended	that	it	would	be	useful	for	us	to	be	involved.		
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4.	Proposed	revised	constitution		

Prior	to	the	meeting,	Sue	Shepherd	presented	a	new	draft	constitution	for	review	by	the	
committee.		

Garry	suggested	removing	the	word	‘protection’	from	the	first	aim,	‘To	promote	the	protection	
and	improvement	of	the	park.’	

Clive	suggested	that	from	now	on	we	publish	our	minutes	on	the	website	to	maintain	
transparency	given	the	reduction	in	public	meetings	each	year.	This	was	agreed.	

The	revised	constitution	was	approved	unanimously	and	will	be	posted	on	the	website.	

	

5.	Review	of	the	Easter	event		

In	spite	of	bad	weather,	the	event	was	a	great	success.	

It	was	suggested	that	the	balloons	marking	each	clue	should	be	replaced	next	year	by	flags	and	
this	was	agreed.	

It	was	also	agreed	that	next	year	we	could	consider	a	drawing	competition	for	different	ages	
groups,	and	a	competition	for	adults.		

	

6.	Preston	Park	Conservation	Management	Plan		

Sue	circulated	a	synopsis	of	the	first	draft	of	the	plan,	developed	by	a	consultant,	Philip	
Masters.	The	Council	would	like	a	response	from	us	as	a	committee	by	next	week.		

Sue	will	send	out	a	link	to	the	full	document.		

Responses	are	due	back	to	Sue	by	Wednesday	11th	May.	Sue	and	Tony	will	then	meet	to	collate	
the	response.	

	

7.	Aston	House		

Sue	has	been	speaking	to	Mike	Denness	who	represents	the	developers.	Just	before	the	
meeting	Mike	submitted	shadowing	charts	for	our	review.	Joe	agreed	to	review	these	and	
report	back.	Clive	sent	him	a	copy	of	the	charts.	

	

[Sue	Shanks	and	Joe	McNulty	left	the	meeting]		

	

8.	Preston	Open	Day,	28th	May		

The	Preston	Open	Day	will	be	held	on	28th	May	from	10-4.	FoPP	will	have	a	stall.	Sue	Shepherd	
suggested	that	we	could	run	a	quiz,	perhaps	distributing	eggs	as	prizes,	given	that	we	have	
quite	a	few	left	over	from	the	Easter	event.	Eggs	could	also	be	offered	to	anyone	signing	up	as	a	
friend.		
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Sue	Shepherd	will	collate	quiz	questions	and	asked	for	suggestions	for	multiple-choice	
questions.		

The	following	volunteered	to	help	man	the	stall:	Sue	Shepherd,	Sue	Shanks,	Tony,	Alison,	Clive	
and	Garry,	if	he’s	working.		

	

9	AOB		

Joe	has	applied	to	Tesco	for	a	£1000	grant	to	cover	repair	of	the	pond	in	the	walled	garden.	He	
is	also	planning	to	apply	to	the	Council	for	a	grant	to	cover	the	Halloween	event.		

Tony	will	email	Andy	Jeavons	to	see	if	he	is	planning	on	celebrating	the	80th	anniversary	of	the	
Rock	Garden.		

A	cheque	will	shortly	be	sent	to	the	council	for	£750	to	purchase	an	item	for	the	children’s	
playground.	These	funds	were	made	available	through	a	grant	from	Pride.			

	

10	Next	meeting		

Weds	3rd	August	at	6pm,	Park	View.	

	

	


